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KCAM 

MARCH EVENTS 
3rd General Membership Meeting 
at MMC 7:30PM 
 
18th Board of Directors Meeting 
at MMC 7:00 PM 
 
28th Field Maintenance 10:00AM 

KCAM LOGO patches are still 
available at $3.00 each. 
Call Lee Messick for fuel at 
$12.00 a gal with your jug; 
$13.00 a Gallon with KCAM’s 
jug. Please call Lee before going 
to his place. 
 
The President mentioned Leba-
non, PA flea market will be held 
March 14.  Many say this is an 
outstanding flea market and is 
well worth the trip. 
 
Secretary’s Report (Ted 
Petroulis) Ted read the minutes 
from the January meeting and 
with some minor corrections the 
minutes were accepted as read. 
 
Treasurers Report (John Opsit-
nik) John read the report which 
was    voted on and accepted 
without exception.  
And a notice of an incident that 
should never have happened. A 
very conscientious, hard working 
member has resigned as Treas-
urer. A big surprise to this writer 
and many other members. He re-
signed due to hurtful e-mails he 
received because of a simple mis-
take he made in his e-mail to 
members regarding their dues.   
The club has lost an outstanding 
Treasurer, John Opsitnik.  He is  

Highlights 
Of 

February Meeting 

KCAM WELCOMES 
Our Newest Member. 

Howard Moore 
Howard joins  us with a lot of fly-
ing experience. Hope to see you 
soon at beautiful Sandtown Fly-
ing Field. 

also an outstanding member. John 
is not resigning from the club, for 
which the club is thankful. 
 
The President made a few re-
marks pertaining to the above. 
He said after returning to this 
Club after a long hiatus, he has 
observed changes in the attitude 
of some members. Complaining, 
and making nasty remarks behind 
members’ backs, thus causing re-
sentment among members. 
He stated this is one of the best 
hobbies a person could get into to 
have fun, relaxation and friends. 
He stressed that maybe we should 
all look at ourselves and try a 
more positive attitude towards our 
fellow members. The results will 
be rewarding to the individual and 
make a good club a better one. 
 

Safety Chair and Chief Instruc-

tor Pilot  (Donald Vincent) 
Don advices members to recycle 
their batteries being mindful of 
their long storage or inactivity 
during the winter months. Be 
careful working with CA glue and 
other chemicals that could be 
harmful to your lungs. A good 
idea is to have a small fan blow-
ing air across your work bench 
while you are building or sanding.  
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The President: Reminds every-
one about the show and tell April 
seventh. If you still need some 
work to finish your beauty you 
should get on with it.  It seems 
like time passes us by  and gets 
later than you think. He would 
like a large turnout for this event. 
He wants participants to give a 
short description about your en-
try. Is it a kit, scratch built, from 
your drawn plans or other? Size, 
Engine type, and other facts. 
etc,& etc. 
John Opsitnik gave a very infor-
mative and  knowledgeable lec-
ture on Covering of Model Air-
planes 101. His lecture was well 
presented with visual text and 
verbal explanation. 
 

The properties of different types 
of covering and how to handle 
them as to heat and type of tool. 
This writer learned a lot from his 
presentation. I have covered a lot 
of airplanes and now I know why 
I had so much trouble with some 
of them. Thanks John for a job 
well done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Annual Awards Banquet this 
year will be at the Modern Matur-
ity Center in Dover in the EAST 
Longwood Ballroom on Friday 
April 17 at 6:00 PM. The menu  
will be a buffet of roast beef, 
chicken, potato, green beans, 
salad, coffee, tea and desert. The 
cost is  $21.00 per person which 
includes gratuity.  Payment must 

be received by Wayne Nelson 61 
Swan Creek Lane Milford DE 
19963 by April 7 which is also 
the date of our April General 
Membership  meeting.  Make 
checks payable to KCAM. Any             
q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  c a l l  
Merritt Brown at 302-734-2001or  
mbrown1515@comcast.net  We 
would like to see a big turn out 
for this event.   
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
Albert Mills won the 50/50.  Con-
gratulations Al.  Hope you   spend 
the entire amount to stimulate our 
economy! 

KCAM AWARDS DINNER  

Field Chair Report 

(Nick Nicholson) 
This Jacobsen 60 Mower is for 
sale at a good price   There are 
extra items available: Hydraulic 
hose @ $2.00 each and hydraulic 
motors @ $10.00 each. Any one 
interested please contact Nick 
Nicholson at 302-697-7306  
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From the Central Coast Chapter of the 
Society 
of Antique Modelers, Santa Maria CA 

Zen Sarcasm 
Bob Angel editor 
 
• The journey of a thousand miles 
begins with a broken fan belt and a 
flat tire. 
 
• It’s always the darkest before 
dawn. So if you’re going to swipe 
your neighbor’s news papers, 
that’s the time to do it. 
 
• Never test the depth of the water 
with both feet. 
 
• Always remember, you’re unique 
and so is everybody else. 
 
• Give a man a fish and he will eat 
for a day. Teach him to fish and he 
will sit in a boat and drink beer all 
day. 

A Personal $ote from Your 

Editor.  Sad to report the death of 
my beloved dog, Kirk.  He was a 
Gentleman Dog, a Devoted, 
Loyal, Loving Friend and a Great 
Protector.  Some of you met Kirk 
at the field and many have heard 
me speak of his great qualities.  
 
Article Regarding Preventable 
Crashes on Page 3  
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The solution is twofold. One, 
remember to check the model 
number the moment you switch 
on your transmitter and make 
sure it matches the airplane 
you’re about to fly. Two, always 
check the movement of the con-
trol surfaces before flying.  Even 
if you forget to check the model 
number, you’ll almost always 
catch the error if you check the 
control surfaces before every 
flight. Having a radio set to the 
wrong model number is the most 
common cause of reversed ser-
vos, but it’s not the only cause. 
Occasionally we simply forget to 
program in the servo directions 
before flying a new airplane. 
Again make it a habit to check 
the control surfaces before every 
flight and you’ll head disasters 
off before they happen. Before 
flying a new airplane for the first 
time, get a second pair of eyes to 
go over it with you. If the ailer-
ons are reversed and you over-
looked it once, you’ll probably 
miss it again. 
Improperly Located Center of 

Gravity 

There’s an old saying in this 
hobby that says “A nose-heavy 
airplane flies poorly; a tail heavy 
airplane flies once.” Most begin-
ners fail to appreciate how big a 
role balance plays in the per-
formance of an airplane. Balance 
is important in full-scale air-
planes, but it’s even more impor-
tant in RC aircraft, where an inch 
or so can make the difference 
between a model that flies well 
and one that’s unmanageable in 
the air. Most construction manu-
als specify where the model’s 
center of gravity (CG) should be 
located, and a model shouldn’t 
be considered complete until 
you’ve ensured that the CG is at 
or near the recommended loca-
tion.  

 If necessary you can add a few 
ounces of lead to the nose or tail to 
achieve the recommended CG. Often 
adding lead isn’t necessary; you can 
achieve the desired CG by moving the 
receiver battery backward or forward. 
Be certain to check the airplane’s CG 
before flying it for the first time. I 
usually mark the location of the 
manufacturer’s recommended CG 
with short pieces of trim tape. That 
way I can check the CG even if I 
don’t remember precisely where it’s 
supposed to be. .Assuming your air-
craft’s fuel tank is on or in front of the 
CG, be sure to check the CG with the 
tank empty. Finally, if your airplane 
has retracts that fold backward (like 
the F4U Corsair), check the CG with 
the wheels up. Deploying the gear 
prior to landing will move the CG 
forward, but it’s better to be nose-
heavy during landing than tail-heavy 
during flight.  
 

Inadequately Charged Batteries 

If you crave excitement, try flying 
your favorite airplane without charg-
ing the receiver battery. To double the 
fun, don’t charge the transmitter, ei-
ther. Then you can take bets on which 
will fail first. Joking aside, charge 
those batteries before flying, and 
check them at the field if you’re not 
sure whether they’re charged. Most 
transmitters have built-in voltage me-
ters; I don’t fly if the voltage is less 
than 10volts just to be safe. You can 
check receiver batteries with an inex-
pensive voltmeter (which should be 
part of every flight box), or you can 
install an onboard voltage indicator 
like the Hobbico Volt Watch. Re-
member, low batteries lead to dead 
airplanes. This is one case where an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure. O 

by Jeff  Procise 

The Three Preventable 

Deadly Sins of RC Flying 
From the Knox County Radio 

In the three years that I’ve be-
longed to the Knox County Radio 
Control club, Knoxville, Tennes-
see, I’ve witnessed my share of 
crashes and even thrilled my bud-
dies with a few of my own. One 
thing that amazes me about this 
hobby is how often we crash. On 
any given weekend, one or two 
members will probably lose a air-
plane. What’s even more amazing 
is that the vast majority of these 
crashes are entirely preventable. 
Most crashes are caused by sim-
ple errors that we make before the 
airplane leaves the ground. Elimi-
nate these errors and you’ll have a 
far better chance of bringing the 
model home in one piece. Here 
are the three most common mis-
takes that lead to crashes and sim-
ple steps for avoiding them. 
 

Wrong Model $umber 

Programmable radios make the 
sport more fun and arguably 
safer, too. One of the primary  
benefits of a programmable radio 
is that it can store settings for sev-
eral models. With the click of a 
button, you can call up the set-
tings for your favorite model, 
complete with trim settings, end 
point adjustments, servo    direc-
tions, dual rates, exponentials, 
and more. But programmable ra-
dios have a dark side. If you fail 
to select the right model number 
before takeoff, you may find 
yourself flying with reversed ai-
lerons, a reversed elevator, im-
proper trims or throws, or other 
ailments. Rare is the airplane that 
lands safely when the radio is set 
to the wrong model number. 
 


